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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 9 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The limitation "shape of a cake" recited by the 
claims is vague and indefinite. How does the applicant define a cake and how is its 
shape applied to the claimed invention? Clarification is requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 11, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Koo (US Pub 2003/001 1972). With respect to claim 11, Koo teaches a compound 
power supply switch for notebook computers comprising: a coupling module (30) 
located on the display panel (20) having a latch element (33) at a latch position, the 
latch element being engaged with a coupling trough (15) located on the processor (10) 
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at the latch position and being separated from the coupling trough at a unfastening 
position ("C", see Fig 7, 8), the latch moves substantially in parallel with the flat surface 
of the display panel (see Fig. 5); and a power supply control module having a power 
supply actuation element (53) and a power supply control circuit (the switch must 
inherently be connected to a circuit to function), the power supply actuation element 
abutting the unfastening position (see Fig. 7) and being triggered by the latch element 
when the latch element is located at the unfastening position to generate an actuating 
signal to activate the power supply of the processor through the power supply control 
circuit ([0034] lines 1-3, see Fig. 5-7); wherein the latch element has a rectangular 
actuating section (43) exposed outside the display panel (see Fig. 4-7) and extended int 
eh direction of the coupling trough (15) to form a hook section (45), and a bucking 
section (47) in contact with the elastic element (35, see Fig. 4-7); and wherein the 
coupling trough extends in the direction of the latch position to form a compartment to 
latch the hook section of the latch element (see fig. 6). 

5. With respect to claim 14, Koo teaches wherein the power supply actuation 
element (53) is a pushbutton power supply switch (see Fig. 5-7) to generate an 
electromagnetic or current pulse signal through a brief contact with the latch element 
([0034] lines 1-2). 

6. With respect to claim 15, Koo teaches wherein the coupling module (30) and the 
power supply control module are located on the processor (10), the coupling trough (15) 
corresponding to the latch element (33) being located on the display panel (20, see 
[0040] lines 4-6). 
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7. Claims 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jung 
(PN 6,243,819). With respect to claim 16, Jung teaches a compound power supply 
switch comprising: a coupling module (see Fig. 3) located on the display panel (14) 
having a latch element (35) and at least one elastic element (37) to keep the latch 
element at a latch position, the latch element being engaged with a coupling trough (24) 
located on the processor at the latch position and being separated from the coupling 
trough at a unfastening position, the connecting track between the latch position and the 
unfastening position being substantially normal to the flat surface of the display panel 
(see Fig. 3, the button 34 moves in a direction substantially normal to the surface of 14); 
and a power supply control module (40) having a power supply actuation element (42) 
and a power supply control circuit (see Fig. 4), the power supply actuation element 
abutting the unfastening position and being triggered by the latch element when the 
latch element is located at the unfastening position to generate an actuating signal to 
activate the power supply of the processor through he power supply control circuit. 

8. With respect to claim 17, Jung teaches where the latch element is formed 
substantially in the shape of a cake and has a hook section (35) corresponding to the 
coupling trough (24), and an axle strut (36) located respectively on two side thereof to 
couple with the elastic element to push and turn the latch element about the axle strut to 
the unfastening position (see Fig. 3, when the button 34 is moved in the A direction 
about the axle the latch assumes the unfastening position). 
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9. With respect to claim 18, Jung teaches the coupling trough (24) extends in the 
direction of the latch position to form a compartment (25) to latch the hook section of the 
latch element (35, see Fig. 3). 

10. With respect to claim 19, Jung teaches the power supply actuation element (40) 
is a pushbutton power supply switch to generate an electromagnetic or current pulse 
signal through a brief contact with the latch element (col 5 lines 4-11). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 1, 4, 6, 7, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Koo (US Pub 2003/001 1 972) in view of Goto et al. (PN 6,122,152). 
With respect to claim 1 , Koo teaches a compound power supply switch for notebook 
computers comprising: a coupling module (30) located on the display panel (20) having 
a latch element (33) and at least one elastic element (35) to keep the latch element at a 
latch position, the latch element being engaged with a coupling trough (15) located on 
the processor (10) at the latch position and being separated from the. coupling trough at 
a unfastening position ("C", see Fig 7, 8); and a power supply control module having a 
power supply actuation element (53) and a power supply control circuit (the switch must 
inherently be connected to a circuit to function), the power supply actuation element 
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abutting the latch element when the latch element is located at unfastening position 
(see Fig. 7) and being triggered by the latch element when the latch element is located 
at the unfastening position to generate an actuating signal to activate the power supply 
of the processor through the power supply control circuit ([0034] lines 1-3, see Fig. 5-7); 
wherein the latch element has a hook section (45) and an exposed actuating section 
(43), the hook section being coupled with the coupling trough at the latch position (see 
Fig. 6); wherein the coupling trough (15) extends in the direction of the latch position to 
form a compartment to latch the hook section of the latch element (see Fig. 6). Koo 
lacks specific teaching of the power supply control circuit connecting to the power input 
end on the processor. Goto teaches wherein a power supply control module (switch 56 
and associated circuit) circuit connects to a power supply input end located on the 
processor through the display panel (see col 9, lines 14-23 and col 14, lines 13-25 
teaching the switch can be located on the display portion and control the main power of 
the processor). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the power-controlling latch of Koo with the power-controlling module of Goto 
for the benefit of automatically turning on and off the device when it is opened and 
closed allowing for greater power conservation. 

1 3. With respect to claim 4, Koo teaches wherein the power supply actuation 
element (53) is a pushbutton power supply switch (see Fig. 5-7) to generate an 
electromagnetic or current pulse signal through a brief contact with the latch element 
([0034] lines 1-2). 
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14. With respect to claim 6 Koo teaches wherein the latch element (33) moves 
substantially in parallel with the flat surface of the display panel (21, see Fig. 4-7). 

15. With respect to claim 7, Koo teaches wherein the latch element (33) has a 
rectangular actuating section (43) exposed outside the display panel and extended in 
the direction of the coupling trough to form a hook section (45), and a bucking section 
(47) in contact with the elastic element (35, see Fig. 4-7). 

16. With respect to claim 10, Koo teaches wherein the coupling module (30) and the 
power supply control module are located on the processor (10), the coupling trough (15) 
corresponding to the latch element (33) being located on the display panel (20, see 
[0040] lines 4-6). 

17. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Koo (US Pub 2003/001 1972) in view of Goto et al. (PN 6,122,152) as applied to claim 1 
above, and further in view of Kim (PN 6,1 18,653). With respect to claim 8, Koo in view 
of Goto teaches the device as applied to claim 1 above, but lacks wherein the latch 
element moves substantially normal to the flat surface of the display panel. Kim 
teaches wherein a latch element (70, 40) moves substantially normal to the flat surface 
of the display panel (34, see Fig. 5, 10, the latch element is pushed in to disengage the 
hook 74 and then the axle 56 translates that motion outward as seen in Fig. 6, 1 1 , a 
large component of this motion is normal to the display). It would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine the latch and power supply switch as 
taught by Koo in view of Goto with the latch of Kim for the benefit of a latch with a built 
in camera and power switch offering better power conservation and greater battery life. 
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18. With respect to claim 9, Kim teaches wherein the latch element is formed 
substantially in the shape of a cake and has a hook section (74) corresponding to the 
coupling trough (73), and an axle strut (56) located respectively on two side thereof (see 
Fig. 4, there must be two struts for the two accepting slots 63) to couple with the elastic 
element (78 is coupled to the spring through the outer housing and partition 52) to push 
and turn the latch element about the axle strut to the unfastening position (the actuator 
71 is pushed in and this force is inherently translated by the axle struts into a turning 
motion moving the latch to the unfastening position). 

19. Claims 16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Koo (US Pub 2003/001 1972) in view of Kim (PN 6,1 18,653). With respect to claim 
16, Koo teaches a compound power supply switch for notebook computers comprising: 
a coupling module (30) located on the display panel (20) having a latch element (33) 
and at least one elastic element (35) to keep the latch element at a latch position, the 
latch element being engaged with a coupling trough (15) located on the processor (10) 
at the latch position and being separated from the coupling trough at a unfastening 
position ("C", see Fig 7, 8); and a power supply control module having a power supply 
actuation element (53) and a power supply control circuit (the switch must inherently be 
connected to a circuit to function), the power supply actuation element abutting the latch 
element when the latch element is located at unfastening position (see Fig. 7) and being 
triggered by the latch element when the latch element is located at the unfastening 
position to generate an actuating signal to activate the power supply of the processor 
through the power supply control circuit ([0034] lines 1-3, see Fig. 5-7). Koo lacks 
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wherein the latch element moves substantially normal to the flat surface of the display 
panel. Kim teaches a coupling module wherein the latch element (70, 40) moves 
substantially normally to the flat surface of the display panel (34, see Fig. 5, 10, the 
latch element is pushed in to disengage the hook 74 and then the axle 56 translates that 
motion outward as seen in Fig. 6, 1 1 , a large component of this motion is normal to the 
display). It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the compound coupling module of Koo with the coupling module of Kim for the benefit of 
a latch with a built in camera and power switch offering better power conservation and 
greater battery life. 

20. With respect to claim 20, Koo teaches wherein the coupling module (30) and the 
power supply control module are located on the processor (10), the coupling trough (15) 
corresponding to the latch element (33) being located on the display panel (20, [0040] 
lines 4-6). 

Response to Arguments 

21 . Applicant's arguments filed 5/02/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. With respect to the remark that Goto et al. (PN 6,122,152) fails to disclose 
that the switch mechanism is located on a display panel, the Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. The preferred embodiment of Goto does teach that the switch mechanism is 
located on the processor, but Goto teaches reversing the preferred embodiment so that 
the switch mechanism is located on the display (col 14 lines 13-18). If the switch were 
located on the display as suggested by Goto, then the switch would inherently be 
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required to pass through the display panel to the main power supply of the processor to 
function as a controller for the main power supply. 

22. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims rejected over Koo (US Pub 
2003/001 1 972) and Jung (PN 6,243,81 9) have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new grounds of rejection necessitated by the amendment. 

Conclusion 

23. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Corey M. Broussard whose telephone number is 571 
272 2799. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on 571 272 2092. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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